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By Warren Roger# Jr. 


WASHINGTON. 

Emotions ore running high among the -20,000 Cuban 
exiles In Miami who are related to the 1,113 Bay of Pigs 
veterans wasting away In Cuban prisons. 

The sit tatlon Is so tense, at this pre-holiday season, 
that plans ro hold an open field mass in Miami this week 
have been tailed off. The mass, a ceremony utterly basic 
to Catholicism in lhat it celebrates the Crucifixion and 
Resurrection of Christ, was to be offered as a prayer seek- 
ing the int< rcesslon of St. Joseph, the head of the Holy 
Family. 

The sponsors of the mass were to be the grieving 
.members of the Cuban Families Committee for Liberation 
of Prisoner? of War. But they decided, after weighing the 
emotion quc.icnt among the 2O.000 or so who would attend 
the mass, tl at it was too dangerous from a security point 
of view. Hasmg that many people In one assembly, even for 
a religious ? iu . would be playing with fire. 

The com nr. ittec's chairman Is Alvaro Sanchez Jr., whose 
son, Eduard . s one of the sick starving prisoners. To take 
si reading o: me emotions of ihe people who would attend 
the mass, a Ir. Sanchez had to do was consult his own 
heart. 

Mr. Sai ;t;ez ami those with whom he Is working are 
trying to ga.n the release of the men before It Is too late. 
They were v-ry close to success until, with the onset of the 
Cuba crisis t n Oct 22, the aggravation of American- Cuban 
tensions dlsr spied al. negotiations. 

Now 7 , wi ll in earing of these tensions, the committee is 
hoping the r e:. can be freed bv Christmas. The deadline is 
important nc t only for the symbolism of Christmas, the tra- 
ditional timi o beneficence and humanitananlsm. It Is Im- 
portant bees ;x.' the men are jiving under such deplorable 
conditions tt u many may not survive beyond Christmas un- 
less they are fp'ed. 

It Is slioi king to the 200,000 Cuban exiles In this country 
that the Cb-po regime so callously flaunts the revered 
Latin American tradition of political asylum and amnesty. 
'The men on the Cuban mainland suffer excruciatingly for 
lack of food. n< dical attention and decent housing. But the 
lot of the leaders of the abortive Bay of Pigs landing In 
April, 1961. 1 even worse. They are Isolated on the Isle of 
Pines, off Cunas southern coast, where, in the words of one 
survivor, “they are treated like animal!;." 

It may -ti ke many Americans as strange, too. that 
after all this time the men are still rotting away In. prison. 
They made the invasion with ttx undercover blessings of the 
United State; government ami with the active help of the 
Central Intelligmce Agency. They failed, partly because of 
bad planning ant partly becannr the support they expected. 
In the air anc otherwise, did no; appear. It Is the moral re- 
sponsibility o! the American ternrnment and the American 
people to gel torn cut. whittver the cost, and President 
Kennedy recc-gmzu tins. 

The pric* Irena.' Oastrj U asking has steadily come 
down. At llr.'t. he canted JJS million worth of tractors. 
T.hcn It wis V 2 mill on cash - - Hi j total of all the outrageous 
fines lei lei a: ul..s- the •v.i Atev. It is drugs, medicine and 
baby food to i ie valu-iii: '>62 uiUlon if purchased in Havana 
--actually ibt u si: l.iliion i.i. tnoltsale and discount prices 
in this count, v. 'j he ujdii v. ,11 re freed as soon as a down 
payment,, abo t 20 per trnt o! tl e total, arrives in Cuba. 
James B Donovan, the Nsr York lawyer representing 
families, i neeotlit-.ons vr.ih Premier Castro, is pre- 
pared to pick ir the hi J. Bui, l# cannot move until he has 
htid some sort of go-afjtad. 

f he best :hi:ig, if n> ems to me, would be a public state- 
ment by Preslr.es it Ki/i a thu. freeing the prisoners would 
ba In the nation,-,! Iti/j vst. 

Ivtite ihat .inch a Presidential gesture, 
Uhristrr.ir could evoke serious objec- 
, is “»Jft on Cuba” or some other 
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